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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
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user-participation; and 
loading the sele 
publishing master in response to a request from said client 



^ll^T* PaCk8ge 81 * e Client s ™™> «* P***se ^ing received from the 



system. 



^^O^Themethodof^airn 1 wherein the selected package is Ioa ded without registration 
of the cUent system with the publishing master. 

3-4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previous* Presented) The method of Cairn ,. comprising the *rther step of . 

stonng the selected package at a repository that is separate froxn the publishing master " 
smd package being retrieved from said repository prior to loading. 

6-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Original) The method claim 1 wherein the publishing master is a web serve. 
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ft. .defies pa^ io ^ ^ cMatt B pacClT 

12. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein ih* ir,^™.^ ■ j . 

installed at rwr , „ J wl >« mformation Hiemtfymg packages that may be 

totalled at the chent mcludes ^formation identifying nau.es and version of the packages. 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Previously Presented) In a computer network having a server and a client a method 
compnsmg the computer-implemented steps of: ana a citent, a method 

instalJon JTT ^^'^^^^^P^gesareavailablefor 
"; n ' ~ -P«-P^- and patch for a computer 

subset and" 8 " *" ^ ^ » - «*» 

(c) with the client, repeating multiple nmes the following steps 

W programmatically accessing the data regarding what packases m 
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to detennine what selected packages to install, said programmatic accessing 
occumng without user-panicipation; and 

from rhfi i0SWUinS SeleCTed PaCka8M ^ ^ Said P a <*^ e be »8 reived 
from the server m response to a request from said client. 



^ngm^Tneraethodofclairn 14 wherein steps (c)(i) and (c)(iij are repeated at periodic 

by' 1ZT * ^ ° f Claim W Wherein 8tepS m > Wd « ~ upon demand 

r^f 7 to 3 diStribWed SySlem ^ * pubIish *S « least one 

^oZt* PaCto8eS ^ mU,tiPle ^-^^.saidpackagesfclgat 

least one of a computer program and patch for a computer program a method comprising- 

proving a package index at the pubhshing master, wherein the package index 
identifies names and versions of packages stored on the repository; 

identJ JT^T ^P'™ ** « e ** ^tern, wherein each subscription hst 
.demifies me packages to which the client system subscribes; and 
for each client system, at periodic intervals: 

0) programmatically identifying selected packages to be loaded by 
referencmg the package index and the subscription list; said programmatic 
identifying occurring without user-participation; and 

(ii) loading the selected packages at the client system, said package 
be wg receded from the publishing master in response to a request from s*o 
chent system. 

18. (Cancelled). 

' ^^Tl AnadOA) ° f CWm 128 where » « I«« °*e of the packages that is 

loaded includes multiple patches. Phages that is 

20. (Previously Presented) A distributed system, comprising- 

. rcpo aMo , f„ r SIO[illg packagK ^ m mamtc for i^^™- 
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* client computer system for identifying selected packages among the packages 
^edbymeindexofpac^^ 

uiennfymg usng mformaaon from a client-maintained subscription Ust of 
packages to which the client computer system subscribes, said obtaining of the 
selected packages being received from the publishing master occurring in 
response to a request from said client system. 

21. (Cancelled). 

22. (Original) The distributed computer system of claim 20 fiuther comprising an additional 
^Pos.to.y for storing at leastaponion of the packages that are available for 

2MOri 8 inal) The distributed computer system of Cairn 20 further comprising an additional 

STSE aSUbSet ° f * epacka ^ ^xedby the indetof 

at the addmonal chent computer system. Parages 

24-29 (Cancelled). 

30. (Withdrawn) fa a distributed system having repositories for storing packages, a method 
comprising: 

providing a selected package or multiple repositories; 

determining respective response times for the repositories on which the selected 



package is provided; and 

retrieving the selected package from the repository that has the shortest 



tune 



response 



seto« d paoka ge p^onm t hc l .««nni ni ^ aKf , hereIri „ tofi . MneVea " 
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33. (Withdrawn) The method of claun 30 where* the seated package contains computer 
instructions. 

34. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 30 wherein the determining of response times is done 
when the selected package is to be retrieved. 

35-37 (Cancelled) 

38. (Previously Presented) to a distributed system having a publishing master with an index of 
packages available for installation and a client system, said packages being at least one of a 
computer program and patch for a computer program, a method performed by the client system 
comprising: 3 

requesting at least a portion of the index from the publishing master; 
receiving at least a portion of the index from the publishing master in response to 
the request; 

identifying packages that are already installed at the client; 
processing the received portion of the index to identify a selected package to 
install; said processing using information about the identified packages already installed 

on the client system; and 

obtaining a copy of the selected package in response to a request from the client 

system. 

». (Origin* Th* m^od „f c W m 38 flutter comprising ^ SKp of 

the client system. 

40. (Onginal) The method of claim 38 wherein the selected package IS obtained without 
registranon of the client system with the publishing master. 



41. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein the selected package 



;e contains a patch- 



42. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein the selected package 



contains a document. 
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43. (Previously Presented) In a distributed system having a publishing master having an index of 
packages available for installation and a client system, said packages being at least one of a 
computer program and patch for a computer program, a computer-readable medium holding 
computer-executable instructions for performing a method performed by the client system 
comprising: 

requesting at least a portion of the index from the publishing master; 
receiving at least a portion of the index from the publishing master in response to 
the request; 

identifying packages that are already installed at the cUaa; 

processing the received portion of the index to identify a selected package to 
install; said processing using information about ihe identified packages already installed 
on the client; and 

obtaining a copy of the selected package in response to a request from the client. 

44. (Original) The storage medium of claim 43 wherein the selected package is obtained without 
registration of the client system with ihe publishing master. 

45-52. (Cancelled) 

53. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said method of selecting a package 
for loading at the client system comprises the further step of: 

comparing at least one of a version number and a release date for a package to which the 
chent subscribes and which is loaded at the client system to at least one of a version number and 
a release date of at least one of said packages identified as available for loadmg at thepublishing 



54. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said method of selecting apackage 
for loadmg at the client system comprises the further step of: 

providing an identifier for each package listed as available for loading at said publishing 
master, said identifier indicating that an associated package is one of a required update and an 
opnonal update, said required update indicated as necessary for one of any client system without 
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said package installed and a client system having one of said package installed bearing an earlier 
release date and package installed bearing a lower version number, said optional update 
indicated as necessary for one of any client system subscribing to said package and which does 
not bave said package installed and a client system subscribing to the package and having one of 
said package installed bearing an earlier release date and package installed bearing a lower 
version number, 

55. (Previously Presented) In a distributed system having a publishing master and a client 

system, a medium holding executable steps for a method, said method comprising- 

providing at the publishing master an index of available packages for loaamg said 

packages be«»g one of a computer program and patch for a computer program; 

storing at the client system data that identifies packages to which the client system 
subscribes; 9 

programmatically accessing the index on behalf of the client system to identify at least 
one selected package for loading at the client system, said selecting using the information 
tdentifyingpackages that may be loaded at the client system, and the data that identifies 
packages to which the client system subscribes, said programmatic accessing occurring wtthout 
user-participation; and 

loading the selected package at the client system, said package being received from the 
publishing master m response to a request. 

56. (Previously Presented) ^ medjum ofclaim 55 wnerem we selected package is loaded 
without registration of the client system with the publishing master. 

57. (Previously Presented) The medium of claun 55 wherein said method of selecting a package 
for loading at the client system comprises the further step of: 

comparing at least one of a version number and a release date for a package to which the 
chent subscribes and which is loaded at the chent system to at least one of a version number and 
a release date of at least one of said packages identified as available for loading at the publishing 
master. 
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58. (Previously Presented) The medium of claim 55 wherein said method of selecting a package 
for loading at the client system comprises the further step of: 

providing an identifier for each package listed as available for loading at said publishing 
master, said identifier indicating that an associated package is one of a required update aad an 
optional update, said required update indicated as necessary for one of any client system without 
said package installed and a client system having one of said package installed bearing an earlier 
release date and package installed bearing a lower version number, said optional update 
indicated as necessary for one of any client system subscribing to said package and which does 
not have said package installed and a client system subscribing to the package and having one of 
said package installed bearing an earlier release date and package installed bearing a lower 
version number. 
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